POLAND RESURRECTED
Encouraged by this gesture of French sympathy, the
Poles now showed desperate courage in their extremity.
Marshal Pilsudski, with great audacity, launched a
counter-offensive with the object of halting the Russian
advance on the banks of die Vistula. He withdrew some
of his troops from the positions in front of Warsaw, and
sent diem to attack the Soviet armies in their flank and
rear. The Soviet front was broken and the Red army
retreated in disorder. The victory, described afterwards as
"the miracle of the Vistula," was hailed in Poland and
in western Europe with endmsiasm, and was compared
with the Battle of the Marne which saved France in
1914, and even with King John Sobieski's deliverance
of Vienna from the Turks in 1683. Henceforth Pil-
sudski's title of Liberator was solidly established.
The Polish-Russian war was now nearly at an end.
The Poles secured another victory over the Russians
at a battle fought on the Niemen in September, and a
month kter an armistice was signed, followed by the
opening of peace negotiations at Riga. The Treaty of
Riga, concluded on March 18, 1921, ended the long
period of disorder and bloodshed which had marked
eastern European relations since the collapse of the
Central Powers. In it the Poles, although the victors,
showed tolerance and a spirit of compromise. Pilsudski
abandoned his concept of a series of buffer States between
Poknd and Russia. The White Ruthenian and Ukrainian
populations were divided between the two countries,
largely to the advantage of Russia. Poland was content
with the territories which had been left on her eastern
border after the second Partition in 1793. In Eastern
Galicia the Austro-Russian frontier of 1914, along the
river Zbrucz, was adopted. Many Polish landowners
in the ceded territories lost their possessions, and for some
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